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MEDIA ADVISORY
Civil Air Patrol Celebrates 351h Anniversary of the Illinois Wing Flight Encampment
For the past 35 years, Eastern Illinois University and the Coles County Airport have co-hosted
the Civil Air Patrol's Illinois Wing Flight Encampment- the only one of its kind on the state
level. Approximately 90 cadets from throughout Illinois, including youth from your area, will
be attending and learning about flight through classroom training and hands-on training. Flight
instruction will be given in ballooning, glider and powered flight.

You are invited to attend "VIP" Day, scheduled for 8 a.m. to 4:30p.m. Friday, June 23, 2000,
to observe cadets at work. Media representatives will have the opportunity to speak with and
photograph cadets, who range in age from 12 to 21. A complimentary noon meal will be
served at the site.
Special invitations also have been extended to U.S. Senators Richard Durbin and Peter
Fitzgerald, U.S. Rep. David Phelps, Secretary of State Jesse White, regional representatives of
the United States Air Force and past commanders of the encampment.
While reservations are recommended, they are not necessary. The Coles County Airport is
located between Charleston and Mattoon, just south ofRoute 16.

For additional information or to make your reservation(s), please contact Ed Knipe, flight
encampment commander, at 235-3118, after Friday, June 16.
The Raymond Johnson Flight Encampment (named after its founder) would be honored to have
you observe the youth of today and leaders oftomorrow.
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